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PM warns of
treaty hurdie

Aussies ‘constitutionally conservative'

ANNIKA SMETHURST and
ANEEKA SIMONIS

PRIME  Minister Malcolm
Turnbull and Labor leader Bill
Shorten put their political dif-
ferences aside yesterday as
they joined thousands walking
to the MCG for indigenous
reconciliation.

The walk came as indigen-
ous leaders rejected the idea of
constitutional recognition,
challenging Mr Turnbull and
Mr Shorten to support their
push for a constitutionally en-
shrined Aboriginal voice in the
nation’s founding document.

After a historic three-day
meeting at Uluru, the group of
250 indigenous leaders aban-
doned plans for the symbolic
amendment, instead calling for
a constitutionally elected par-
liamentary advisory body and
atreaty.

Mr Turnbull thanked the
delegates for their work but
warned campaigners that Aus-
tralia was a “constitutionally
conservative nation”.

Opposition leader Bill Shorten
with PM Malcolm Turnbull

Addressing a lunch for the
50th anniversary of the refer-
endum that recognised Abor-
iginal people as citizens, Mr
Turnbull said Australians must
be persuaded that the pro-
posed amendments respected
the fundamental values of the
Constitution and benefited all
Australians.

“No political deal, no cross-
party compromise, no leaders’
handshake can deliver consti-
tutional change,” he said.

Indigenous leaders will de-

liver a report on options for
constitutional change in late
June, with a final proposal to
be put to voters as early as next
year.

Mr Shorten said it would be
“complex and important work”
but indicated early support for
the push.

The unexpected result from
the all-indigenous convention
also called for a “Makarrata
Commission” to  oversee
agreements between indigen-
ous groups and government.

The shift may also force a
major rebranding of the tax-
payer-funded Recognise mar-
keting campaign that has
received millions of dollars to
build support for change.

Greens leader Richard Di
Natale has called on the Prime
Minister to take heed of the
Uluru outcome.

“Malcolm Turnbull, listen to
the voice of Aboriginal people,
establish a representative body
and make sure that Aboriginal
voices are heard throughout
this nation,” he said.
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Paul Hubicka, 73, aboard his custom-made vessel Dardie, on which he set sail for Madagascar on

Friday before having to be rescued after being knocked out by his boom

Picture: JUSTIN KENNEDY

High seas misadventure for sailor

CHRISTOPHER WALSH

A SELF-styled Captain Cook
who set sail from Darwin to
Madagascar for “logical”
reasons had his high seas
adventure cut short after
knocking himself out just
65km off the coast of Darwin.

Darwin man Paul Hubicka,
73, had to be flown from his
boat on Friday afternoon after
his EPIRB device alerted
rescue co-ordinators that he
was in distress.

NT Police said the salty sea
dog had encountered
inclement weather shortly
after embarking on the grand
voyage to Africa and was hit

on the head by the boom of
the vessel.

“He was knocked
unconscious and crashed
against the vessel hull,” said
Duty Supt Rob Burgoyne.

After a coast watch plane
could not contact Mr Hubicka,
“a complex rescue operation
ensued”, Mr Burgoyne said.

A paramedic was
eventually lowered by a
helicopter in strong winds to
rescue the wayward sailor.

Mr Hubicka was taken to
RDH for treatment and
discharged yesterday with
minor injuries.

The Darwin adventurer
could not be contacted

yesterday but told the NT
News last July about his
planned 8800km journey to
Madagascar, years in the
making.

“I used to live there and
have friends there and it’s the
logical place to go from
Darwin,” he said at the time.

Mr Hubicka spent more
than two years building the
4.5m metal vessel based on a
life raft design, named Dardie.

He was testing the vessel to
see if it even floated last July
with hopes of leaving then but
the voyage was postponed
until he started on Friday.

Police said Dardie was still
adrift.
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Alcohol Policies and Legislation Review
Have your say

The Expert Panel appointed to undertake a Review of the NT Alcohol Policies
and Legislation will be holding a public forum and wants to hear from you.

Tuesday 30 May 8:00am to 12:00pm
Darwin Convention Centre
Stokes Hill Road, Darwin

Tuesday 30 May 1:30pm to 5:00pm
Quest 18 The Blvd, Palmerston

Contact the Review Support Team to register your interest in attending
a forum and presenting your views on any topic relevant to the Terms of
Reference: p: 8999 4219 | e: Alcohol.Review@nt.gov.au

The Terms of Reference and the Issues Paper can be viewed at
www.alcoholreview.nt.gov.au
An additional forum will be held in Darwin in July 2017.

Written submissions are also being accepted until COB 30 June 2017.

Light snacks and drinks will be provided.

0976LM

For further information visit
www.alcoholreview.nt.gov.au
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